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Considering the former dependence of Amer-
ica on England, her descent, her connection
and present intercourse, this ambition can-
not surprise us. But it must check this
ambition to reflect on the consequences. It
will not be denied that there are vices pre-
dominant in the most polite cities in Eu-
rope which are not only unknown, but are
seldom mentioned, in America, and vices
that are infamous beyond conception. I
presume it will not be denied that there
must be an amazing depravation of mind
in a nation where a farce is a publication of
more consequence than Milton's poem, and
where an opera dancer, or an Italian singer,
receives a salary equal to that of an ambas-
sador. The facts being known and acknowl-
edged, I presume the consequence will not
be denied. Not that the charge is good
against every individual; even in the worst
times there will be found many exceptions
to the general character of a nation. . . .

" In some Asiatic countries people never
change their mode of dress. This uniform-
ity, which continues for ages, proceeds from
the same principles as the monthly changes
in England and France ; both proceed from